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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 16957 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUBJECT: RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 

REF: NEW DELHI 16767 

1. WE NOTED IN REFTEL THAT FORMER FONMIN DINESH SINGH HAD 
MURMURED THAT HE THOUGHT THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY THAT MRS. 
GANDHI MIGHT RELEASE DETAINED POLITICAL LEADERS SHORTLY 
AFTERTHE NEW YEAR BEGAN. THERE WAS A RUMOR EARLIER THIS 
WEEK THAT CONGRESS (O) PRESIDENT ASHOK MEHTA HAD BEEN RE- 
LEASED, BUT IN FACT MEHTA HAD ONLY BEEN OFFERED A RELEASE 
ON PAROLE WHICH HE HAD DECLINED. BIJU PATN AIK'S SON TELLS 

US THAT HIS FATHER THOUGHT THE POLITICAL DETAINEES MIGHT BE 
RELEASED SOON AFTER JAN, 1 BUT OFFERED NO REASONS FOR THIS 
BELIEF. WIFE OF MP PILOO MODY TELLS US SHE HAS NO HINT THAT 
HER HUSBAND WILL BE RELEASED SOON AND LAWYER FOR SEVERAL OF 
THE DETAINED POLITICIANS ALSO SAYS HE HAS HEARD NO SUCH 
REPORTS. 

2. NEVERTHELESS THE RUMORS STILL PERSIST, ONE LEANS ON THE 
EXPECTATION THAT VINOBE BHAVE, WHO WILL BREAK A YEAR-LONG 
FAST ON DEC 25, WILL APPEAL TO MS. GANDHI TO RELEASE THE 
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THE SARVODHYAYA GATHERING THAT DAY AND GRACIOUSLY GRANT 
VINOBE'S REQUEST, THEREBY GATHERING MUCH MORAL MERIT. 

3. THE ARREST THIS WEEK OF MP MOHAN DHARIA DOESN'T HELP 

THE ABOVE THEORIZING. NOR DOES OUR INFORMATION THAT 

SANJAY GANDHI CONTINUES TO ARGUE STRONGLY IN THE ' HOUSEHOLD'' 

AGAINST ANY RELAXATION OF THE EMERGENCY, THE RELEASE OF 
PRISONERS, OR ANY SLACKENING OF GOI VIGILANCE AGAINST THE 
OPPOSITION. NEVERTHELESS, WE CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT MRS. GANCHI WILL DO THE UNEXPECTED-AS 
SHE HAS IN THE PAST. 

SAXBE 
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